Over the past decade, public sociology has emerged as a key site of debate, research and action in the exploration of innovative solutions to social problems. Public sociology seeks to reorient the broader field of sociology and make it more relevant and useful, whilst also drawing on the rich histories of disciplines such as collaborative and participatory action research, to emphasise 'the active connections to publics and users of' research, rather Nyden, Hossfeld and Nyden take up Burawoy's distinction between traditional public sociology, which includes scholarship and professional activity that is driven by interests and priorities of the discipline (they identify the writing of op-ed columns, submissions to government hearings, speaking to community groups, consulting with organisations about their work, or reporting on research through web-based media), and organic public sociology (a more collaborative approach to research in
broader field of sociology and make it more relevant and useful, whilst also drawing on the rich histories of disciplines such as collaborative and participatory action research, to emphasise 'the active connections to publics and users of' research, rather than 'a passive research process' (Nyden, Hossfeld & Nyden 2012, p. 8) . This United States focused resource is edited by three leading academics in the area, and contains work on 33 case studies by 53 contributors who, as one would expect, come from a variety of backgrounds including not-for-profit and community-based organisations as well as academic research. This is a timely publication which sets out the challenges and the imperatives for public sociology in an academic environment which privileges 'original' research by 'experts' within the academy over 'translational' research that organises existing research and disciplinary knowledge and communicates relevant findings to practitioners or activists trying to solve ongoing problems. Michael Burawoy, whose presidency of the American Sociological Association and subsequent work championing public sociology led to increased attention on the field, writes in one of the book's three Forewords:
Sociological imagination may expose social structure as the source of our malaise, but it is not sufficient for political action. We also need a political imagination to turn personal troubles into public issues, which is precisely what suffuses this collection.
Nyden, Hossfeld and Nyden take up Burawoy's distinction between traditional public sociology, which includes scholarship and professional activity that is driven by interests and priorities of the discipline (they identify the writing of op-ed columns, submissions to government hearings, speaking to community groups, consulting with organisations about their work, or reporting on research through web-based media), and organic public sociology (a more collaborative approach to research in which boundaries between researcher and practitioner, scholar and activist, or university and community are more permeable).
They refer to Burawoy's evocative description of the organic public sociologist as working in 'close connection with a visible, thick, active, local and often counterpublic', between whom there is a 'dialogue, a process of mutual education'. They describe this more collaborative approach as that which is played out in the case studies in this book: 'one that more explicitly recognizes the value of both university-based knowledge (e.g., outcomes from research done by academic sociologists responding to interests of the discipline) and community-based knowledge (e.g., awareness of community practices and histories)'. 
